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Testim
onials

“T
he loss of m

y daughter K
ayla on July 29, 2001 at

42 w
eeks of pregnancy w

as both a shocking and
horrifying experience. M

y beautiful box full of
“m

em
ories” w

as the only thing I could take from
the hospital that w

as part of m
y daughter. B

eing
involved in the A

ngel Fund has helped m
e channel

m
y grief into helping other fam

ilies endure their
ow

n losses. It is a w
ay for m

e to keep m
y daughter’s

spirit alive w
ithin m

e.”
—

 T
racie C

andelora

“In Septem
ber 2001, m

y husband and I learned
that our daughter, Peyton A

lexandra, had died in
utero at 33-1/2 w

eeks. O
ur dream

s shattered
around us w

ith a deafening crash. W
e both

m
ourned Peyton’s death, but I knew

 I needed to
find a w

ay to honor her life and to continue to
nurture her spirit. I w

as introduced to the A
ngel

Fund and found Peyton’s “M
em

ory B
ox” to be a

huge com
fort.

T
he A

ngel Fund continues to play a significant and
m

uch w
elcom

e role for m
e to help cope w

ith her
death. I am

 proud to be affiliated w
ith the

organization and look forw
ard to helping others

w
ho m

ay need its generous services.”
—

 K
irsten M

. B
ocian

“O
ur son A

lexander died in M
ay 2001, three days

after his birth. W
e m

ade our ow
n M

em
ory B

ox and
take it dow

n on special anniversaries and occasions
to look at it. I w

ouldn’t trade one of our little
personal item

s. T
hey bring him

 back to m
e, even if

just for a m
om

ent.”
—

 Elaine V
illano

M
aking a difference in the lives
of fam

ilies grieving the loss
of their stillborn baby

or baby w
ho died in infancy

A
ngel Fund, Inc.

Post O
ffice B

ox 311
N

ew
 H

aven, C
onnecticut 06502

T
elephone: (203) 645-7643

E
m

ail: angelfund@
prodigy.net

w
w

w
.angel-fund.net

A
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T
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om

m
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ew
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 You C
an H

elp
Y

ou can “give life” to the A
ngel Fund by team

ing
w

ith us to:

D
onate - I w

ould like to donate $
___________

M
ake a M

em
orial D

onation of $
___________

in m
em

ory of
___________________________

V
olunteer O

pportunities Please call m
e about:

Fundraising
A

dm
inistrative Projects

C
reating receiving blankets, hats or gow

ns

Spread the W
ord - please send m

e___________
copies of the A

ngel Fund brochure to distribute.

Support the A
ngel Fund’s

A
nnual G

olf T
ournam

ent
Participant
C

orporate Sponsor
D

onate G
ift B

ag/R
affle/A

uction Item
s

N
A

M
E

_____________________________________________

C
O

M
PA

N
Y

_________________________________________

A
D

D
R

E
SS

__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

C
IT

Y
/ST

A
T

E
/Z

IP
____________________________________

PH
O

N
E

____________________________________________

E
M

A
IL

_____________________________________________

Your donation is tax deductible. Please m
ake your check

payable to A
ngel Fund, Inc. and send to:

A
ngel Fund, Inc.

Post O
ffice B

ox 311
N

ew
 H

aven, C
onnecticut 06502

T
elephone: (203) 645-7643

E
m

ail: angelfund@
prodigy.net

w
w

w
.angel-fund.net
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 the A
ngel Fund Started

Joe and Shelly C
ogguillo founded the A

ngel Fund in
2000 at Y

ale N
ew

 H
aven H

ospital to provide funding
to support enhancem

ents to the hospital’s existing
M

em
ory B

ox program
. T

his endeavor grew
 out of

experiences that personally affected their ow
n lives.

O
n June 16, 1997, the C

ogguillo’s second baby,
O

liver, w
as born. H

e died seven w
eeks later. O

n w
hat

w
ould have been his first birthday, the C

ogguillos
learned the baby they w

ere carrying in their second
trim

ester had died. Lilla w
as born still on June 17,

1998. Joe chose to see Lilla, how
ever Shelly m

et their
daughter for the first tim

e w
hen they opened their

M
em

ory B
ox given to them

 before they left the
hospital. Inside they found their daughter’s blanket,
pink hat, handprints and footprints, pictures of her
and their hospital bracelets. A

lso tucked inside w
as the

book Em
pty C

radle, B
roken H

eart. “She w
as so tiny

and so real and so easy to love,” recounts Shelly, “I
fram

ed her tiny footprints and carried her pink hat
around w

ith m
e for days.” In M

ay 1999, the
C

ogguillos lost their third baby w
hen Shelly had a

m
iscarriage.

K
now

ing firsthand the im
portance of these precious

m
em

entos and how
 critical they w

ere in easing the
grieving process, the C

ogguillos launched A
ngel

Fund, Inc. in 2002 to expand this type of program
 to

other hospitals.

“M
y babies are w

ith m
e all the tim

e.

I don’t w
ant to forget them

. T
he A

ngel

Fund provides a positive “place” for m
e

to do this and reach out to other

fam
ilies at the sam

e tim
e.”

    —
 Shelly C

ogguillo, A
ngel Fund Founder

T
he A

ngel Fund Today
In 2003, Shelly partnered w

ith C
athy Fritea to carry

out the m
ission of the A

ngel Fund. C
athy’s son

D
aniel w

as born still at 41 1/2 w
eeks on M

arch 14,
1998. C

athy’s passion to rem
em

ber her son and reach
out to other fam

ilies inspired her to w
rite the book

“T
iny H

ands C
hange the W

orld.”

T
he A

ngel Fund is backed by a grow
ing constituency

of fam
ilies affected by the loss of an infant, physicians,

nurses, perinatal bereavem
ent coordinators and scores

of com
passionate individual and corporate sponsors.

A
ngel Fund, Inc. is dedicated to advancing program

s
designed to com

fort fam
ilies grieving the loss of their

stillborn baby or baby w
ho died in infancy. T

o carry
out its m

ission, the A
ngel Fund:

•
Increases public aw

areness of and prom
otes the

im
portance of M

em
ory B

oxes in com
forting

grieving fam
ilies.

•
Funds, purchases and distributes uniquely
designed M

em
ory B

oxes to participating hospitals.
T

he boxes include item
s such as a gold footprint

pin, journal, linen paper for hand and footprints, a
handm

ade receiving blanket and hat, the book
Em

pty C
radle, B

roken H
eart, and inform

ation on
local and national support groups and w

eb sites.

•
Partners w

ith hospitals to develop program
guidelines under w

hich they personalize the
M

em
ory B

oxes and distribute them
 to fam

ilies.

“If I had received a m
em

ory box w
ith all its

com
fort and inform

ative m
aterials, I w

ould
not have felt as alone and m

y first few
m

onths of grief w
ould have been lighter.”

—
 C

athy Fritea


